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to provide leadership in the implementation of a statewide
system of services to maximize the potential and quality of
life of each Virginian with autism across the lifespan



Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Advisory Council, and the staff of
Commonwealth Autism Service, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to

A

our 9th Annual Autism Conference i Autism in Virginiai | t 6s A New Day!

Our conference title is in response to significant changes that have occurred

in Virginia from the start of the 2010 fiscal year. In July, the much

anticipated J-LARC study was released and it is being viewed by the autism

community as both benchmark and road map for the development of a

comprehensive service system. Additionally, the status of autism as orphan

has also changed with the home for autism being assigned to the newly

renamed Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services

(DBHDS). The autism community finds itself with both a responsible state

partner and a road map for an improved service system. Truly, | t 6 s A New
Day.

Commonwealth Autism Service has been calling for all of the changes
highlighted in the J-LARC study as well as a home for autism since our
inception 15 years ago, so we are very pleased. With the generous
participation of our many partners, we continue to do our part to accomplish
our missiond to provide leadership in the implementation of a statewide
system of services to maximize the potential and quality of life of each
Virginian with autism across the lifespan.

leading the way

This year, in response to the fiscal challenges faced by all facets of the

community, we have changed our format from a 3-day to a 2-day event and

| owered the cost of attendance. Ou
within a conf er edaowerkshopron Dag One feafurindi  a
Dr. Brenda Smith Myles, an international figure in our field. We are

fortunate for the support and partnership of VirginiaT-TAC6 s who have
helped to make this all possible. We are also fortunate to have the generous

participation of so many local and statewide experts in the field of autism,

who will share their knowledge and experiences in breakout sessions on Day

Two of the conference.

rone
full

I want to thank you for your continued support of our work and this
conference. We are confident that you will find it both valuable and
inspirational. 1 look forward to saying hello to each of you over the duration
of the conference.
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John A. Toscano, MSW, MBA
President & CEO




Wednesday, March 10, 2010

Registration Begins at 8:00 a.m.
Announcements Begin at 9:00 a.m.

Keynote Presentation Begins at 9:15 a.m.

Keynote Speaker:
Brenda Smith Myles, Ph.D.

The Role of Hidden Curriculum and Communication Skills
In Developing Social Relationships

This full-day workshop will begin with a brief overview of the importance of ensuring that
individuals with high functioning autism and Asperger Syndrome are taught skills that are
directly related to their Aautismo. The
introduced with numerous examples that apply to home, school, community, and the

workplace. Strategies for teaching the hidden curriculum, as well as other social and
communication skills, will also be described. Finally, a model on how these can be integrated
into the individual's day will be presented.

Brenda Smith Myles, Ph.D, a consultant with the

Ziggurat Group and Chief of Programs and Development for the
Autism Society of America, is the recipient of the 2004 Autism
Soci ety of Americadés Outsta
2006 Princeton Fellowship Award. She has written numerous
articles and books on Asperger Syndrome and autism including
Asperger Syndrome and Difficult Moments: Practical Solutio
for Tantrums, Rage, and Meltdowfwgith Southwick) and
Asperger Syndrome and Adolescence: Practical Solutions f
School Succegsvith Adreon). The latter is the winner of the
Auti sm Society of Americabs S ng
has made over 500 presentations all over the world, written more than 150 articles and books

on autism and Asperger Syndrome, and served as the co-chair of the National ASD Teacher

Standards Committee. She i's on the Natio
Coordinating Committeeds Strategic Pl ann
Ameri cabds Panel of Professional Advi sor

several organizations, including the Organization for Autism Research and Maap Services,
Inc. In addition, she was recently acknowledged as the second most productive applied
researcher in ASD in the world from 1997 to 2004.

Sponsored by the Virginia Department of Education
Training and Technical Assistance Center (T/TAC)
Autism Priority Project



Thursday, March 11, 2010
Registration Begins at 8:00 a.m.
Announcements Begin at 9:00 a.m. and Sessions Begin at 9:10 a.m.

1) 9:10 a.m-10:30 a.m.

Strategies for Supporting Young Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Part |

Dawn Hendricks, Ph.D. & Carol Burke, M.Ed.

Virginia Autism Council

This 2-part breakout session will introduce families and service
providers to effective strategies designed to address the needs of very
young children (birth to age 3) with an autism spectrum disorder. In
this first session, participants will learn ways to think about everyday
situations and how to proactively provide needed supports and
intervention strategies.

3) 10:45 a.m.- 12:05 p.m.

Strategies for Supporting Young Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Part Il

Dawn Hendricks, Ph.D. & Carol Burke, M.Ed.
Virginia Autism Council

In the second part of this 2-part breakout session, participants will
continue to be introduced to effective strategies designed to
address the needs of very young children (birth to age 3) with an
autism spectrum disorder. However, a specific focus will be
placed on strategies that target social, communication, and
sensory issues related to young children with autism spectrum
disorder.

5) 1:05 p.m.- 2:25 p.m.

Educational Eligibility vs. Medical Diagnosis:

Bridging the Gaps

Laura Desportes, Ph.D.

James Madison University

This session will describe the differences between identification and
eligibility for a diagnosis in the medical and mental health
communities versus eligibility for services under IDEA and Section
504 of the ADA. The presentation will focus on the DSM criteria
versus Section 504 and IDEA criteria and the mandates that drive
school eligibility and the conflicts that can arise. The intent is to
clarify diagnostic and entitlement criteria in order to help families
advocate for fiappropriateo s
with ASD qualifies. Participants will leave with a knowledge of
diagnostic criteria and categories as they relate to mental health and
education systems, and better understand the points of convergence
and divergence.

2) 9:10 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.

Autism and Transition to Adulthood:

Building the Bridges To Success

Paul Wehman, Ph.D.

VCU-RRTC

This breakout session will discuss major themes for successful
transition and the roles of different professionals and family
members in transition planning. Evidence-based research will be
presented along with selected case studies of success. Strategies for
implementing customized employment, supported education, and
supported employment through use of ABA techniques will be
presented as well.

4) 10:45a.m- 12:05 p.m.

The State of Autism in Virginia Today

John Eisenberg, M.Ed. (VDOE), Heidi Lawyer (VBPD),
Lee Price (DBHDS) & John Toscano, MSW, MBA (CAS)
The panel represents leaders in the field of autism from the public,
private, and quasi-public/independent sectors. They will provide a
comprehensive overview of the changes that have occurred from
7/1/09, as well as the strategic planning and initiatives underway to
address systems design for the autism community. Highlighted will
be the results of the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission
(J-LARC) study, the home for autism being assigned to the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
(DBHDS), the partnership with Commonwealth Autism Service
(CAS) and DBHDS, the response from the Virginia Department of
Education (VDOE), and the planning overview from the Virginia
Board for People with Disabilities (VBPD).

6) 1:05 p.m.- 2:25 p.m.

Strategies for Training and Managing Support Staff:
Tools for the Supervisor/Trainer
Christine Holland, M.S., BCBA &

Kate Masincup, M.S., BCBA

The teacherdés role in
disorders requires much more than just teaching the student.
Teachers must also be effective in their management and training of
support staff. This presentation will discuss means of training,
supervising, and motivating support staff who work with
individuals with autism. Participants will be introduced to specific
procedures and resources that can be used to facilitate staff training
(e.g. feedback systems,
classroom management will also be discussed. This workshop is
designed for service providers who are supervising and managing
staff, however parents who are managing and organizing services
for home and community based programs may also benefit.

Governor 0s
Din $heiu®yvs Waod® i

A Panel

Bal |-4:@@.m. 2. 40

A group of individuals with autism spectrum disorders will introduce themselves and
discuss their life experiences. There will be an opportunity for the audience to ask questions.

4:00 p.m.
Closing Announcements and Raffle Drawings

supportir
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AutisminVirginiad | t 6s A New

General Announcements

You are cordially invited to a
Networking Reception

Wednesday, March 10, 2010
5:00 p.m.- 7.00 p.m.

Join the Commonwealth Autism Service stalf in the
Sapphire Grill for small group discussions on a
selection of topics, information sharing, and networking.

Please indicate your interest in attending by checking the
appropriate box on the registration form.
We hope to see you there!

Scholarships- Commonwealth Autism Service is awarding a limited number of scholarships for this
conference. Applicants must be an individual with autism, or a parent, legal guardian, or
grandparent of an individual with autism. Please visithttp://www.autismva.org/
cas_annual_conference.phgr call 1-800-649-8481 for more information, including important dates
and an application form.

Certificates of Attendance- No CEUSs are offered for this conference. However, participants will
receive a Certificate of Attendance for the number of contact hours they are registered to attend.
Participants should contact their school systems or local licensing boards to determine applicability
of contact hours toward certification credits.

Conference Materials- In order to reduce paper waste, Commonwealth Autism Service is making
the conference schedule and materials for this conference available online for individuals to
download approximately one week in advance of the conference. This will enable participants to
select which materials they wish to print and bring to the conference. Handouts for Brenda Smith
Myl esd presentation will be available at the
presentations will NOT be distributed at the conference this year.

In the case of an unexpected cancellation, Commonwealth Autism Service reserves the right to make
substitutions for speakers. All efforts will be made to ensure that breakout topics remain constant.
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COMMONWEALTH GUtlsm SERVICE
leading the way

Exhibitor Opportunities Conference Sponsorships
For each exhibitor, one 6-foot table with standard Each level of sponsorship includes advertising
pipe and drape is provided. Exhibitors will be listed opportunities for your organization. Some sponsorship
as a sponsor in the conference program. Conference levels include registration. If you would like more
registration is included for one representative. information or to register as an Annual Conference
Additional representative fees cover only the cost of Sponsor, contact Becky Boswell at 808550300.

breakfasts and lunches during the conference days. If
additional representatives would like to attend full

conference proceedings, they must register at the full ,
conference rate. We welcome donations

Exhibitor space is limited. Please contact Becky for daily raffles prizes. Proceeds support
Boswell at 804355-0300 for information about Annual Conference scholarships.
exhibitor opportunities.

.. Let us know how you can help support our
Advertising 9th Annual Autism Conference-

Material collating and many print advertising Autismin Virginiad | t 6s A New Da

options are available at the 2010 Annual Autism

Conference. For rates or more information, please

contact Becky Boswell at 804355-030Q

Salon 11T §
----------------------------- i Vendors and Exhibitors will be
Governor’s Ballroom o 3 l g |OC&ted |n the Cardlnal, DOgWOOd
Salon I SR i %l - ] and Monument Rooms. Incentives
I B I A N will be given for conference
registrants to visit the vendor rooms.
Salon I C

Take Advantage of the Information Table!!!

Share Your Information and
Ask Questions of Other Participants!
Commonwealth Autism Service will sponsor an information table where

registrants may post questions, suggestions, and notes to other participants. We hope th|s
proves to be a helpful tool in sharing resources and information.




COMMONWEALTH autlsm SERVICE
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Conference Accommodations

S
CROWNE PLAZA

RICHMOND WEST

THE PLACE TO MEET.

Crowne Plaza Richmond West is holding a
block of rooms for this conference at a special
rate of $92.00 per night.

For Reservations call:
1-877-227-6963 or 8042859951 or register
online at www.crowneplaza.com/richmondva
(Conference Code: VCA)
Reservations by attendees must be received
by the hotel on or before
Tuesday, February 16, 2010
in order to receive this special rate.

You must make your own reservations.
After 2/17/10 standard hotel rates will apply.
Hotel room rates are subject to applicable state and
local taxes (currently 13% per room per night) in
effect at the time of check-in. Hotel check-in time is
3:00 p.m. and check-out time is 11:00 a.m.

Southern hospitality and stylish accommodations await you
at the Crowne Plaza Richmond Westonveniently located
at the 1-64 and 1-95 interchange. We are the perfect location
for the business traveler or the vacationing family. For
business travelers, you are close enough to downtown for
your meetings; in the evenings you can relax in the suburbs
of the West End. Vacationing families are able to enjoy the
many historical sites of Richmond, museums, shopping, or
enjoy our indoor pool with a tropical feel of live plants and
unique artwork.

Our spacious guest rooms and suites have the amenities
travelers have come to expect. All guest rooms feature the
Crowne Plaza Sleep Advantage Package, which includes
plush white bedding and a complimentary amenity bag to
ensure you get a good nig

The Crowne Plaza Richmond
in the West End. With over 9,000 square feet of meeting
space, weobre the perfect
meeting, banquet, or special event.

Whether you are traveling for business or pleasure, our
welcoming and professional staff at the Crowne Plaza

Richmond West will make you feel right at home with
exceptional service throughout your stay.

Please visit crowneplaza.com/richmondva for more
details on amenities and local attractions.
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I-64 & West Broad Street
6531 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23230
(804) 2859951 Phone
(804) 2881252 Fax

DIRECTIONS
From Interstate 95 North or South

U Take Exit 79 onto 1-64 West (Do not take Bypass 1-295)
U Take Exit 183B, Broad Street East

U Follow 250 E. Broad Street

U Stay in the right lane

U Crowne Plaza Richmond West will be %2 mile on the right

From Interstate 64 East

U Take Exit 183B, Broad Street East
U Stay in the right lane
U Crowne Plaza Richmond West will be ¥ mile on your right

From |I-64 West or Richmond International Airport

U Take 1-95 North back to 1-64 West

U Take 1-64 West to Exit 183B, Broad Street East

U Follow 250 E. Broad Street

U Stay in the right lane

U Crowne Plaza Richmond West will be ¥ mile on your right

Complimentary Parking for all Guests
Area Airport Information

Richmond International (RIC)
Distance: 15 Ml /24.14 KM W

Taxi Fee: $45.00 (USD)

Time by taxi: 20 minutes

Area Train/Subway Information

Amtrak Train Station

Train Station Name: Amtrak Train Station, Staples Mill Road, Richmond
Train Station Distance 3 M| / 4.83 KM W

Taxi Fee $15.00 (USD)

Groome Transportation
Richmond Shared Ride Shuttle Service
For Reservations
Please call 804822-7222 or 8005527911

Groome Transportation provides professional uniformed service
in ten minutes or lesfrom Richmond International Airport at
affordable rates. Whether shared ride or individual car, Groome
Transportation provides 24-hour service from your home, office
or hotel.


http://www.crowneplaza.com/richmondva

COMMONWEALTH GUtlsm SERVICE
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Registration Instructions

Step 1: Provide registration information. Please use one form per person. Print neatly in blue or black ink.
Step 2: If you will be attending on Thursday, select a breakout session for each time slot .
Step 3: Determine your conference fee.

Payments must beeceivedby the date indicated to qualify for that rate. Registration must be paid in full to attend
the conference. Sorry, NO REFUNDS after February 23, 2010.

Full 2-day Full 2-day Individual Day Individual Day
Conference Conference Registration Registration
(Each Day) (Each Day)
On or Before After On or before After
February 8, 2010 February 8, 2010 February 8, 2010 February 8, 2010
BEST DEAL!
$169 $219 $100 each day $125 each day

Step4: Determine your method of payment.

Payment Options: Cash, Check, Visa, MasterCard, School Purchase Order
Payment must be received with your registration form.

Please make checks payable to Commonwealth Autism Service and mail with Registration Form to:
Commonwealth Autism Service, ATTN: Conference Registration,
2201 West Broad Street, Suite 107, Richmond, VA 23220

Or Fax Registration Form (Credit Card and Purchase Order Only) to 804-355-0932.
Federal Identification Number: 54-1927904 - US Funds Only

Your cooperation and understanding of the following is greatly appreciated.

Payment Terms:All registrations must be paid in full prior to the conference. To qualify for early registration
discounts, all payments (including payments for purchase ordersmust be received by February 8, 2010.
After February 8, 2010, regular registration rates apply. Absolutely NO REFUNDS after February 23, 2010.
Substitutions are always allowed. Pre-Registration Required- SORRY NO WALK -INS!

Purchase Orders:If paying by purchase order, we MUST have a copy of the signed purchase order at the time of
registration. If you pay by purchase order and DO NOT cancel by February 23, 2010, you are still responsible for
payment.

Early Registration is Recommended. Limited Space is Available!!!

The opinions or positions of the presenters at this Conference do not necessarily represent or constitute any official
position by Commonwealth Autism Service. Commonwealth Autism Service recognizes the complexity of autism and th
uniqueness of each person with the disability and encourages parents to investigate appropriate options for their child.
At this time there is no cure for autism and investigators are actively seeking the cause as well as effective practices.

17




COMMONWEALTH GUtlsm SERVICE
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Registration for March 10 and 11, 2010

1. Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.

School/ Program/ Company (if applicable)

*Please use your school, program, or company (not your home) address if registration is covered by that organization.

Street City State Zip
Phone ( ) County -mail Bddress:
Special Dietary Needs/Accommodations

2. Workshop SelectionsCheck (a) your first choice for each breakout

Wednesday March 10, 2010

Full Day Workshop with
Brenda Smith Myles, Ph.D.
The Role of Hidden Curriculum

and Communication Skills in
Developing Social Relationships

Thursday, March 11, 2010
9:10am- 10:30am

1. Strategies for Young Children |
2. Transition to Adulthood
10:45am- 12:05pm

3. Strategies for Young Children 11
4. State of Autism in VA

1:.05pmi 2:25pm

5. Eligibility vs. Diagnosis

6. Training/Managing Support Staff

3. 2010 Annual Conference Registration Fees

Thursday, March 11, 2010
2:40pm - 4:00pm
Ending Keynote

A Panel Discussion
filn Their Own Word®

(Fees include attendance, continental breakfast, lunch, snack breaks, and all registration materials.)

February 8, 2010

February 8, 2010

Full 2-day Full 2-day Individual Day Individual Day
Conference Conference Registration Registration
Wednesday  Thursday Wednesday Thursday
o (Circle Choice) (Circle Choice)
On or Before er On or before After

February 8, 2010

February 8, 2010

BEST DEAL!

$169 $219

$100 each day

$125 each day

Payment may be made by Cash, Check, VISA, MasterCard or Purchase Order. Payment must accompany registration.
Please make checks payable to Commonwealth Autism Service and mail with Registration Form to:

Commonwealth Autism Service, ATTN: Conference Registration,
2201 West Broad Street, Suite 107, Richmond, VA 23220.

Registration Fees:
Conference Registration

Please accept my tax-deductible contribution

(Commonwealth Autism Service is a 501 (c)(3) organization.)

Total Enclosed

Please Charge my: VISA or MasterCard. Card number

Name on Card

Exp. Date

Signature:

| am interested in attending the Networking Reception on March 10, 2010

YES NO



When you love someone with autism,
youol | move heaven and

Webre here to help.

COMMONWEALTH ClUtlsm SERVICE
leading the way

Oth Annual Autism Conference
Richmond, Virginia
March 10 and 11, 2010

commonweaLTH AUTISM service
leading the way

2201 West Broad Street, Suite 107
Richmond, VA 23220

Phone: 804-355-0300

Toll Free: 800-649-8481

Fax: 804-355-0932

Email: information@autismva.org
Website: www.autismva.org



