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They all become teenagers!!

(Shreek!)



4

¢ƘŜƴΧ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ŘƻΚ

5ƻ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎΧΚ



5

OR This?

Importance of Transition 

Ã Need to understand how transition
relates to a whole life:
living, working, and participating 
in the community

Ã Great challenge when leave school 
and face adult service systems and 
programs

Ã Planning through a transition IEP is 
essential
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Types of Transitions that Lead to a 
Whole Life

Ã No perfect way to perfect life; 
are ways to help get there

Ã Family and culture

Ã Appetite to grow

Ã Plan and supports 

Ã Many require more supports 
than those without disability

ÅEmphasizes inclusive adult lives for people with 

severe autism and other developmental disabilities

ÅDistills and integrates the best available research, 

experience-based knowledge, and policy

ÅCovers topics of supported decision-making, 

employment, housing, public benefits, private asset 

development, and positive behavior support

ÅProvided systems of supports across life domains

ÅEstablishes outcomes of enhanced quality of life

Turnball & Turnball, 2005

Transition to Adulthood #1:  Employment 
& Vocational Competency

ÅReal work for real pay during 
school increases vocational 
capacity and competence

ÅCapitalize on positive attributes
rather than deficits or problems

ÅProject SEARCH replication in over 140 hospitals

ÅSheltered workshops & day activity centers are 
not the answer; opportunities are everywhere 
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Transition to Adulthood #2: Living & 
Participating in the Community

Ã Living in community apartment 
small group home, or other  
option is possible with the right 
supports

Ã Students need experience to 
learn how to participate in the 
community

Ã More competence leads students closer to whole lives

·Ability to navigate in the 
community 

·Take bus or pay a friend for a 
ride

·Walk around without getting 
lost

·Without training may get lost, run away, or make 
others nervous

·Learnable skills that need to be taught

Transition to Adulthood # 3: Getting 
Around the Community

Transition to Adulthood #4: 
Financial Literacy

Ã Help in managing benefits 
and maximizing work 
incentives 

Ã Know what to do with a 
paycheck & how to use the 
ATM

Ã Learn basic math skills & 

how to use a calculator
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Transition to Adulthood #5:  Making 
Friends & Building Social Competence

Ã Socialization makes everyone more comfortable

Ã Segregation diminishes opportunities 

Ã Living, working, & participating in community increase 
opportunities to meet people, build networks, & 
develop friendships

Ã Need to learn when they can 
do certain things & when they 
cannot


